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NATIONAL NATURAL SCIENCE AWARD

Professor Jimmy Yu Chai-mei ( ) of the 
Department of Chemistry was conferred a National 
Natural Science Award (second-class category) in 
recognition of his achievement in the project 
“Photocatalytic Degradation of Persistent Organic 
Pollutants”. 

Prof. Yu’s interdisciplinary project ‘Photocatalytic
Degradation of Persistent Organic Pollutants’ 
involves environmental science, chemistry, and 
material science. It aims at developing visible-light 
photocatalytic systems for the efficient degradation 
of toxic organic pollutants which are a serious 
environmental concern worldwide.  It has also Professor Jimmy Yu 
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Department Date, Time and Place Events
Mathematics 11 February 2006

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Sir Run Run Shaw Hall

Seminar:
New Wave Mathematics Public Lecture
From Google to BT - Matheamtics Meets Internet
Speaker: Prof. Raymond Chan

3 March 2006
5:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
ELB LT2

Seminar:
Maths and Sport
Speaker: Prof. John Barrow, University of Cambridge

Biology 9 February 2006
12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.
SC L5

Seminar: 
Deciphering the Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma Genome
Speaker: Professor K. W. Lo, 
              Department of Anatomical and Cellular Pathology, CUHK

Chemistry 13 February 2006
4:30 p.m.
SC L4

Graduate Seminar Series:
Catalytic Asymmetric Construction of Tetrasubstituted Carbons and Its Application 
to the Synthesis of Pharmaceuticals
Speaker: Prof. Masakatsu Shibasaki, Graduate School of 
              Pharmaceutical Sciences, The University of Tokyo, Japan

14 February 2006
4:30 p.m.
SC L3

Colloquium:
Cu(I) Complex-Catalyzed, Asymmetric Carbon-Carbon, Bond-Forming Reactions
Speaker: Prof. Masakatsu Shibasaki, Graduate School of Pharmaceutical 
              Sciences, The University of Tokyo Japan

27 February 2006
3:30 p.m.
SC L3

Colloquium:
Total Synthesis of Marine Natural Products, Gambierol and Brevetoxin B
Speaker: Prof. Yoshinori Yamamoto

Statistics 7 February 2006
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
LSB C3

Seminar:
Local Spectral Analysis via a Bayesian Mixture of Smoothing Splines
Speaker: Prof. David Stoffer, Department of Statistics, University of Pittsburgh

28 March 2006
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
LSB C3

Seminar:
On Hierarchical Nonparametric Quantile Regression
Speaker: Mao-Zai Tian, School of Statistics, Renmin University of China

SOCIAL CALENDAR
Events Planned in the Months of February - March 2006

FACULTY STRATEGICS PLAN WORKSHOP 2005

The Faculty Strategic Plan Workshop 2005 was held on 
Wednesday 18 January 2006 from 9:30am to 5pm in Room 
128, Science Centre.   Strategic directions and goals have been  
mapped out for implementation in 2006.  Some new developments 
will also be pursued.  An open forum will be called sometime in 
February to brief faculty members of these developments. 

overcome the major drawback of the present technology—that photocatalytic processes 
need to be activated by ultraviolet light, which accounts for only 3 to 5 per cent of the solar 
spectrum. 

The State Natural Science Award, an important State Science and Technology Award, is 
China’s most prestigious award in natural science. It recognizes achievements in various fields of 
natural science that have brought significant advancement in scientific knowledge, are leading in the 
world, and have great impact on future research and development. The highly competitive selection 
exercise involves a three-stage review by panels of experts and the award committee. 
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